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REMARKS 

An Office Action was mailed on December 29, 2003, and declared Final. Claims 1-18 
are pending in the present application. Claims 8-18 are cuiTenily withdrawn from consideration, 

TX fFORMAT^ DISCLOSUR E STATEMENT 

Applicant is submitting an Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) for the review and 
consideration of the Examiner. Such JDS cixes U.S. Patent 4,596,409, which shows the general 
siaie of the art of "laser writing/ 1 The Examiner is respectfully directed to column 3, lines 3-14, 
which describes the mechanism of laser writing. Pigments like titanium oxide are absorption 
centers for the laser beam. They reduce to titanium or titanium carbide under laser exposure and 
show a black or grey color, which appears to the user like an inscription The Examiner must 
appreciate that this disclosure of laser-active pigments constitutes old, known state of the an to 
one skilled in the art at the time of the present invention. 

Applicant also respectfully requests that the Examiner return a copy of the initialed, 
signed and dated FORM-1 449 from Applicant's IDS of October 16, 2003. 

REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. S 112 , FIRST PARAGRAPH 

Claim 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph* as failing to comply with 

the written description requirement. Responsive thereto, Applicant has amended the claims to 

provide for the claim element: 

said at least one plastic coating being firmly extruded onto the carrier material to 
form a thin-gauged combination of layers and oontuinin^flsisting of laser-active 
r j Jr - > r tr tiyit .,r« Hnp , ->ri m permit printinLjplastic maTerial thai permits subsequent 
personalization b ywiih a lase r such that said pigments bocomo color e d after laser 
e xposure ; and 

Applicant respectfully directs the Examiner to the bottom of page 5 of the specification, 
"The coaimg applied in this way can consist on one or both stdes of a laser-active plastic 
material which permits subsequent personalization with an Nd YAG laser or other lasers. " 
Thus, the claim language is now clearly supported by the originally-filed specification, and n is 
respectfully requested that the Examiner withdraw the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 8 112, first 
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paraj^raph. The Examiner is also directed to the IDS reference for the general state of the an on 


'laser writing," which is also descriptive of the known an of "laser-active" pigments. 

For the foregoing reasons, reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

An earnest effort has been made to be fully responsive to the Examiner's objections In 
view of the above amendments and remarks, it is believed that claims 1-7, consisting of 
independent claim 1 and the claims dependent therefrom, are in condition for allowance. 
Passage of this case to allowance is earnesily solicited. However, if for any reason the Examiner 
should consider this application not to be in condition for allowance, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to telephone the undersigned attorney at the number listed below prior to issuing a 
ftiTther Action. 

Any fee due with this paper may be charged on Dep osit Ac count 50-1290. 


CUSTOMER NUMBER 026304 

PHONE: (212)940-8708 
FAX: (212)894-5708 

DOCKET NO.: BDR 20.411 (021440-89777) 
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